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when in his youthful days he had struck him in his
'very seat of judgment.' Pretending that such an
indignity to his royalty can never be forgotten, he
gives the Chief Justice the opportunity of justifying
himself, which he does in noble language (v. 2. 73-101).
To this, Henry, never having seriously borne any malice
towards the Chief Justice, replies in the fine speech
which concludes the Second Scene of the Fifth Act
(v. 2. 102-145).
The sincerity of his professions of amendment is shown
by his treatment of FalstafF, who supposes that he is now
to be made a great man (v. 4. 42-75). This winds up
the play of Henry 1V.> and we next meet the newly-
crowned King in the opening of Henry T7"., where the
Archbishop pronounces upon him an eulogy which,
though somewhat extravagant, is in a large measure
justified by his subsequent behaviour. We now find
him thoughtful, sober, merciful; on fire with martial
ardour, but ardour tempered by prudence; anxious to
do what is right; ready to listen to good advice; and
in every respect fully upholding his Hngly dignity.
The virtues which he now displays were of course
always inherent in his character, though hidden for a
time by the wild exuberant spirits of his youth. The
difference in his behaviour is due to the difference of
his position. How deeply he is sobered by events is
shown in everything he does; in the care with which he
makes preparations for invading France while providing
at the same time for the safety of his own kingdom;
in the dignity with which he receives the French am-
bassador; in his treatment of the conspirators; in his
behaviour before Harfleur; in his deep consideration for